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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Board Action on School of Law Name

Sept. 23, 2022

Dear Members of the University Community:

We are writing to communicate an action taken by the Board of Trustees at its meeting today and arising from the Board’s adoption of Naming Principles in March 2022. The Board voted unanimously to change the official name of the law school from the T.C. Williams School of Law to the University of Richmond School of Law. The law school has been referred to as the University of Richmond School of Law for more than 20 years. This decision to formally adopt that name was made in accordance with Principle 6 of the Naming Principles, which states:

No building, program, professorship, or other entity at the University should be named for a person who directly engaged in the trafficking and/or enslavement of others or openly advocated for the enslavement of people.

As many of you are aware, the Board adopted the Naming Principles as formulated by the Naming Principles Commission last academic year. That commission, with student, staff, faculty, alumni, and trustee representation, as well as external expertise, recommended the principles to the Board after an extensive and inclusive process in which more than 7,500 members of the University community provided their perspectives. The purpose of the principles is to provide a clear and consistent framework to guide decisions about naming and removal or modification of names for named entities at Richmond.

To provide some context, Thomas C. Williams, Sr. (1831–1889), known as T.C. Williams, operated tobacco businesses in Richmond and elsewhere in Virginia, including Patterson & Williams and Thomas C. Williams & Co. He attended Richmond College (1846–49), was a Richmond College trustee from 1881 until his death in 1889, and was a benefactor of the institution. In 1890, Williams’s family made a memorial gift of $25,000, creating an endowment that established a strong foundation for the law program’s development. Several of his children — one of whom succeeded Williams on the Board of Trustees until 1929 — also provided generous support to the University and the law school. In 1920, when Richmond College was re-chartered as the University of Richmond, the law school began consistently to use the name T.C. Williams School of Law. 

Recently located government records dating from 1857 to 1863, and a newspaper notice from 1864, document Williams’s involvement in enslavement as an individual and through businesses in which he had direct ownership and an active management role. These records include the 1860 U.S. Federal Census Slave Schedule, which enumerates 35 enslaved men and boys under the name of Patterson & Williams in the Richmond area; personal property tax records from several Virginia localities that show Williams’s businesses being taxed on 25 to 40 enslaved persons in those years; and personal property tax records showing Williams as an individual being taxed on three enslaved persons. The newspaper notice placed by Thomas C. Williams & Co. advertises a reward for the return of two men enslaved by the company, Todd and Alex, who had recently escaped its Danville-area farm. 

Upon review of this information and given the clarity of the evidence, the Board acted expeditiously in accordance with the Naming Principles.

We recognize that some may be disappointed or disagree with this decision. We also recognize the role the Williams family has played here and respect the full and complete history of the institution. Consistent with Principle 9 of the Naming Principles, we will preserve and make accessible a full historical record. 

It is important to note that the mission of our School of Law remains the same — excellence in teaching, scholarship, and service. We are grateful to all students, staff, faculty, alumni, and friends who have contributed, and continue to contribute, to advancing this important work.

Sincerely,

President Hallock and Board of Trustees

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                    

    

    



           



				

			

		

        








 


    
    
        

	
		Box
		Gmail
		Blackboard
		Exchange
		Bannerweb
		UR Talent Web
		Directory
		Calendar
		Maps
		Library
	

	
		
			
				The University of Richmond

				
			
			
				Follow us:

				
					
					
					
						
							
							
							
						
						Instagram
					
				

				
				
					
					 
					
				TikTok
				
			

						
							
								
									
								
								Facebook
							
						

						
						
							
								
							
							LinkedIn
						
					

						
							
								
									
								
								X
							
						

						
							
								
									
								
								YouTube
							
						

					

				

				
					410 Westhampton Way

					University of Richmond, VA 23173

					(804) 289-8000
					(800) 700-1662
				

				
						Legal Policies
	Web Accessibility


				

			

		

		
			
				Administration
					Human Resources
	President's Office
	Provost's Office
	University Communications
	Student Development
	Information Services
	Business Affairs
	Advancement


			

			
				General Info
					UR Facts
	Academic Calendar
	Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, & Belonging
	Careers
	Institutional History Virtual Exhibit
	Newsroom
	Directory
	UR SpiderShop
	Accreditation
	Compliance


			

			
				Schools
					Arts & Sciences
	Business
	Leadership Studies
	Law
	Professional & Continuing Studies


			

			
				Health & Safety
					UR Alert
	University Police
	COVID-19 Response
	Emergency Preparedness
	Resources for Reporting Concerns
	Facilities
	UR Well
	Student Health Center
	Counseling and Psychological Services
	Center for Awareness, Response, and Education


			

		

	

	
		
			© 1995 – 2024 University of Richmond
		

	






    
    
    